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Object Summary

Portrait of Napoleon Bonaparte

Date

1847

Primary Maker

C. E. Wagstaff

null

Dimensions

68.5 x 58.5cm (framed)

null

null

Object Type

Engraving

null

Technique

Coloured engraving

null

Museum

Malta Maritime Museum
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Registration Number

MMM 001648

Description

This coloured engraving was published in London in 1847. The half-length portrait depicts Napoleon Bonaparte in 

his military uniform decorated with medals of honour, and his right-hand resting inside his unbuttoned yellow-

coloured vest beneath his jacket and red sash. In his left hand he holds his hat, slightly covering the hilt of the 

sword. His weight is shifted on his left leg. Napoleon is found within an interior setting decorated with wood 

moulding. The print is framed within a brown decorative frame, with an itricately carved, slightly gilded border. This 

print was produced by C.E. Wagstaff (1808-1850) after a portrait by Count D’Orsay (1801-1852). Wagstaff was a 

portrait and figure engraver. Two portrait engravings are found within the collection of the Royal Academy of Arts in 

London which are the Portrait of Professor Narrien, dated to 1843 and the Portrait of John Stock, J.P. (of Poplar), 

dated to c. 1814, both after Henry William Pickersgill RA (1782-1875). Alfred Grimond D’Orsay, better known as 

Count D’Orsay, a well-known dandy, was an amateur artist from France, and moved to London to work as a 

sculptor and painter especially in portraiture. Engravings of his portraits enjoyed great popularity.
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